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I have found not the slightest difficulty in Hindu circles about
evoking reverence for the Koran and the Prophet.   But I have
found difficulty in Mussalman circles about evoking the same
reverence for the Vedas or the incarnations.   I had a very good
Mussalman client in South Africa.   He is, alas, dead now.   The
relation of client and counsel developed into one of close com-
panionship and mutual regard. We often had religious discussions,
My friend, though not learned in any sense of the term, had an
intellect as sharp as a razor.    He knew everything of the Koran.
He knew something of other religions also.   He Was interested
in my accepting Islam.   I said to him* "I can pay full respect to
the Koran and the Prophet, why do you ask me to reject the Vedas
and the incarnations?   They have helped me to be what I am.
I find the greatest consolation from the Bhagavad Gita and Tulsidas's
Ramayana.   I frankly confess that the Koran, the Bible and the
other scriptures of the world, in spite of my great regard for them,
do not move me as do the Gita of Krishna and the Ramayana of
Tulsidas."   The friend despaired of me and had no hesitation in
saying that there must be something wrong with me.   His, however,
is not an exceptional case because I have since met many Mussal-
man friends who have held the same view.   I do, however, believe
that this is a passing phase.   I share Justice Ameer Ali's view that
Islam in the days of Harun-al-Rashid and Maman was the most
tolerant amongst the world's religions. But there was a reaction
against the liberalism of the teachers of their times.   The reac-
tionaries had many learned, able and influential men amongst them
and they very nearly overwhelmed the liberal and tolerant teachers
and philosophers of Islam.   We in India are still suffering from
the effect of that reaction.   But I have not a shadow of doubt that
Islam has sufficient in itself to become purged of illiberalism and
intolerance.   We are fast reaching the time when the acceptance
of the formula suggested by the friends will be a common thing
among mankind.  The need of the moment is not one religion, but
mutual respect and tolerance of the devotees of the different reli-
gions. We want to reach not the dead level, but unity in diversity.
Any attempt to root out traditions, effects of heredity, climate and
other surroundings is not only bound to fail, but is a sacrilege. The
soul of religions is one, but it is encased in a multitude of forms.
The latter will persist to the end of time.   Wise men will ignore
the outward crust and see the same soul living under a variety of
crusts.   For Hindus to expect Islam, Christianity or Zoroastrianism
to be driven out of India is as idle a dream as it would be for
Mussalmans  to have  only Islam  of their imagination  rule the